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THANK YOU 

FOR A GREAT 

SUMMER! 



We are quickly approaching the time of year where many of us reflect 

upon our past year. With Thanksgiving and the holiday season right around 

the corner, I find myself feeling grateful for many things. What does it mean to 

be grateful? According to Henry van Dyke, ðGratitude is the inward feeling of 

kindness received. Thankfulness is the natural impulse to express that feeling. 

Thanksgiving is the following of that impulse.ñ Looking back, we had another 

positive year, serving over 2500 people who left with fine memories, good 

friends, and having learned a little something. This couldnót happen without all 

our campers, committed staff and amazing volunteers. I want to thank you all 

so very much for your support and efforts. You all make Camp a place that 

changes lives and strengthens communities.  

 

We all like to say, ðThere are no secrets at Campñ because word spreads so quickly through the grapevine.  

Many of you have already heard the news, but I want to announce some changes that are taking place at 

Camping Services. I would like to thank Liz Young, Megan Fichter, and Graeme Donald so very much for their 

years of service to all of us and welcome Eric Rightor and Myles Lynch to the helms of our youth programs and 

North Woods.  

  

Reflecting back on my first five years at Camping Services, I would never have survived without Liz Young. She 

was my ðgo toñ person from the day I first met her. She came in at a time of stress and stabilized Pleasant 

Valley with her professionalism, maturity and knowledge. Through her efforts, Pleasant Valley has maintained a 

healthy enrollment, increased staff retention and quality, and dramatically improved our Health Services. Liz, 

thank you for all your hard work and commitment to the world of camping. You are a pillar of our community and 

will always have a place at Pleasant Valley. We hope that as you figure out the rest of your year weóll have you 

back in some role in 2012.  

 

Laughing Loon Day Camp wouldnót be here today if it were not for Megan Fichter. For the past six summers, she 

has been the only director the camp has ever seen. It has been great fun watching not only the program grow, 

but Meg as well. We were lucky to bring Meg on full time four years ago, and watch her learn so many new 

things. Ióve never meant anyone as willing to do whatever was needed like Meg. Her dedication, passion, and 

commitment are enviable and we are keeping our fingers crossed that her next stop will be seasonal, so she can 

still direct Laughing Loon. Meg, youóve been a tremendous support to all of us here - thank you so very much.  

 

Graeme Donald has been coming to North Woods for the better part of a decade and has worn many hats in his 

time here. For the past three years, he has been one of the best directors I have had the pleasure to work with. 

In that time, we have seen tremendous increases in both camper enrollment and staff retention. If a camp had 

nothing else, it would be considered successful. As Graeme prepares to finish his teaching degree, and sadly 

start a real life, he feels it would be best to pass on the Directorship to Myles Lynch and take on a new role at 

North Woods. So donót worry, heóll still be here in 2012! Graeme, you are a good friend and my sincere gratitude 

for all your achievements.  

 

I hope that as you reflect on your year that you realize how lucky we are to have places like North Woods, Sandy 

Island, Pleasant Valley, and Laughing Loon in our lives and can depend on the friends weóve made there. Take 

the time this holiday season to be grateful for the many wonderful people and things in your life, and all the 

hard stuff will melt away. As we head into winter, I hope that everyone has a meaningful holiday season. May 

you enjoy your family, get all the presents you want, and not put on too much weight!  

 

Until this summerç 

 

 

            Artie Lang 

Times Are A-Changingè. 



 Northwoodsmen, 

  

 I am honored to announce that I will be the new Director of North Woods Camp this coming summer.  

I have been coming to camp for 13 years, first as a trailer, then moving up to staff and eventually becoming 

the Assistant Director for two summers.  I am dedicated to making North Woods the best camping 

experience in the world.  

 

 Graeme Donald, North Woodsó previous director, has been 

an incredible friend, mentor, and inspiration to me in my pursuits in 

the camping family. Graeme plans to return to North Woods in a 

new role helping out with staff development. This past summer our 

staff and volunteers did a fantastic job and recieved exceptional 

reviews from parents about how much fun their campers had at 

North Woods. 

  

 My goals for this upcoming summer are focused on 

making North Woods the most fun, educational and safe place for 

every person that comes to Camp. Camp helps develop boys into 

men by inherently creating an environment that instills leadership 

and fosters social and educational skills that last a lifetime. I plan 

to use my background in environmental education to add new and 

exciting programs to Camp this summer, while keeping the 

traditions that make North Woods the place that it is.  

 

 I want to create the same sense of community and 

companionship that I have had through the years for everyone that 

comes to North Woods. If you want to stay connected to Camp 

throughout the year please check bostonycamps.org for updates 

about tours, open houses and family work weekends.   

  

I look forward to meeting all of youïhave a safe and fun winter! 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Myles Lynch 

Your New North Woods Director 



 My name is Eric Rightor and I am the new Senior Program Director 

of Youth Programs here at Camp.  I am incredibly excited to be joining the 

strong year-round team  and learn about all that makes this camp a 

special place for everyone.  There is so much history and tradition and I 

am eager to learn as much about our camps as possible.  I will do my part 

to help keep the traditions and foundation in tact while continuing to 

improve our programs every summer. 

 I grew up in Needham, MA and attended American University, 

receiving my degree in Communications, Legal Institutions, Economics, 

and Government with a minor in Applied Physics (no joke).  I originally had 

hopes of getting into national politics, optimistic that life in D.C. would 

teach me how to inspire and affect real purposeful change, but it did just 

the opposite, beating the young 18 year old idealist into a 22 year old 

realist, and I shifted my focus to institutional operationsïfrom talking 

about doing things to learning how to do things better.  For whom I wasnót 

sure, but I was sure about one thing: I was going back to camp every 

summer. 

 Ever since I was 10 Ióve been spending my summers at camp.  You could even say that I went to 

camp before then, as Ióve been doing two-week stints of swimming, cold cuts, and campfires at Grandma 

Camp since I could walk.  I remember my first summer at Camp Conistonïnervous, excited, worried, 

jubilant and jittery all at once.  For the next three weeks I played games, made new friends, saw my 

counselors make fools of themselves and enjoyed my inch-thick excuse for a mattress as much as any kid 

would.  It was fun. 

 My brother, who was a CIT and enjoying his first year of Coniston, pulled me aside later that third 

week and told me he was leaving on a trip up Mt. Washington.  I asked if I could come.  ðNo, itós part of the 

program,ñ he told me.  ðItós a tradition that every CIT hike up Mt. Washington.  Ióll be back in a couple days.ñ  

I was bummed for a bit, but that night was cabin night and we were making SóMores or going tubing or 

something and I quickly forgot about him and the hike. 

 Three days later the bell rang and didnót stop.  Normally the signal for bad weather,  I looked up 

confused, staring at a the cloudless sky.  Our counselors started running and yelled for us to follow.  Older 

campers were sprinting full tilt for Main Lawn  and immediately thought the worstïtsunami.  They talked 

about it during orientation (I was a gullible 10 year old), so I figured the counselors must just be keeping 

face.  I ran alongside the horde of Conistonians to find out what we were going to do. 

 I came to Main Lawn to see that the entire camp had gathered and created an alley down the center 

of Main Lawn and ending right by the wall of Sailing Beach.  I found my friend Eddie, who looked as puzzled 

as me, and we stood there watching everyone jumping around with excitement, like a rock band was about 

to come onto the stage.  That thought was not far from the truth. 

 A school bus pulled up near the top of the hill and the place went nuts.  Chants of ðC-I-T! Hey! C-I-T! 

Hey!ñ got louder and faster.  Staff dressed in their CIT shirts stood in embrace, eyes fixed at the top of the 

hill.  Then, the CITs poured from the bus, gathered as a group at the top for short moment, and frantically 

ran down the hill, their feet just moving fast enough to keep them upright.  One after another, they 

slammed into the lake with leaps and flips followed by wet hugs and tears.  The camp kept cheering and the 

CITs kept hugging.  For 15 minutes, there was clapping, cheering, hugs, tears, joy, pride, excitement, 

accomplishment, tradition, history, and energy, all in the purest form I had ever seen.  Iód like to think my 

brother came out of the lake with something inspiring to say, but he didnót because he knew he didnót have 

to.  I can still see the look on his face, incapable of describing the past three days. 

 I wanted that feeling, that adolescent nirvana that can only be experienced.   

 Needless to say, I was hooked on camp from that day forward.   

Meet Eric Rightor 



 For the next 14 summers, I returned to Coniston and had the honor of running into the lake six times, 

each time unique and incredible.  Every summer, I basked in the utopia of camp where the worries of home life 

didnót fit in my trunk.  Soon I realized that every day at camp was filled with moments like running into the 

lake, from jumping off the high dive to representing the cabin, division, or camp in a camp-wide or multiple 

camp activity.  These moments changed a person for the better and I marveled at how this change was 

brought about by people being themselves.  It made sense to me that this sort of monumental change came 

from nothing extraordinary, but from an individual just being genuine.  Camp was the world I was looking for, 

where I was comfortable to show who I was without criticism and where people made each other better by 

being themselves in their most honest and pure form.  Thatós the world I wanted to live in and give to others.  

 The only summer I didnót go back to camp I missed to pursue my life-

long goal of hiking the Appalachian Trail.  Ever since the 4th grade, my best 

friend and I talked about doing the 2,000 mile walk, joking at first.   Then we 

got curious, began planning, and before we knew it we hit the trail March 

25th, 2009.   Every day of the trip, I can remember moments where skills, 

songs, and lessons I picked up at camp would come up or pay off and I would 

just smile to myself and keep walking.  After 173 days in the woods and a 

beard to prove it, I hit the summit of Mt. Katahdin and completed my thru-

hike of the Appalachian Trail and celebrated by smoking an oversized, cheap 

cigar, just like I did with my fellow boys staff at the end of every summer.   

 Meaningful tradition resonates with a person, and while I thought that 

sort of thing was unique to Coniston as a kid, I quickly realized that all camps 

provide this soulful impact in their own ways.  I am excited to learn about the 

history and traditions of North Woods, Pleasant Valley, Laughing Loon, and 

Sandy Island and help provide the current generation of campers and staff 

with life-changing experiences that we all know Camp is capable of. 

 If you have a favorite tradition, moment, experience, or thought from 

Camp, I would love to hear it.  Whether it was you or your child, our Camps or another, these stories and 

experiences can only help us better understand how we can capture that indescribable magic of Camp and 

bring it here.   

 

Thank you for your time and support and I look forward to meeting you all soon! 

 

 Sincerely, 

     

   

 

  

   

 Eric Rightor 

 erightor@ymcaboston.org 

Meet Eric Rightor 



Time, Talent & Treasure 

So Much To Be Thankful For At Sandy Island! 

Rounding out my third season as Sandy Island Director, I am still amazed 

by the generosity of the Campers that attend this magical place.  As I 

prepared the list of names of all those that have assisted in making this 

season so great, I was filled with such gratitude and love. You are       

wonderful people and I am so glad to have met you and spent time with 

you. Thank You again for attending, as well as giving your time, talent and 

treasure to Sandy Island! You are 

an amazing group and it has been 

my pleasure to serve as the 

director of this special place. I look 

forward to continuing to serve you 

and the Sandy Island community in 

the coming years.  

 

Thank You! 

 

Kate Lemay 

Sandy Island Director 
 

Sandy Island Camp Committee 2011 
Week 1: DEBORAH GROHE, MARK PINIS, TIM FOLEY    

Week 2: BETHA HOWELL, LORI NUTTER & ROB HARRIS 

Week 3: PEG CHATELLIER (CHAIR) & JENNIFER BALUKONIS  

Week 4: ALISA CARLSON 

Week 5: WENDY KEILIN & CINDIE GREATON  

Week 6: BILL GIBBONS & WENDY KEILIN  

Week 7: ELLIE GOLDBERG  

Week 8: PAUL MASON & CHRIS BROWN  

Week 9: ELLEN DUNN & CHRIS BROWN  

Weekend Volunteers 2011  

 
*WEEKENDERS 

**VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 2011  

CAIN FAMILY ALISA CARLSON 

MASON FAMILY (PAUL 

MASON*) 

JEANNE ROBILLARD** & 

DAVID RICHARD** 

ALLAN & ELLEN BREED TIM GANGE 

MARK PINIS JOE PARSONS 

MARY DRISCOLL* BETHA, OWEN, AVEN, 

JACOB, ZANDER HOWELL 

THE GILBERT FAMILY MICHAEL DOHERTY 

DOUG CHISHOLM* & 

BETH MAGNUSON* 

JEULEY & MIKE  

ORTENGREN 

TIMOTHY OóHARA* BILL GIBBONS 

PETER & PEG CHATELLIER DR. MARK DISTEFANO & 

DR. MARY WENDELL 

GLENN & ALEX SCANLON MARK CHABOT 

DEBORAH & JUDITH 

GROHE 

KYLE WILLIAMS* & SANDI 

LEMIEUX* 

MARK FLEISCHER REBECCA EWENS 

MIKE & LYNN PERIELLO HAROLD SPARROW 

LAUREN & GREG LEMAY SUSAN, PAUL, LUCY & 

AMY GILBERT 

GLEN & ALEX SCANLON BOB, COLIN & OLIVIA 

DYER 

ROB, EVE, LILY & MAX  

HARRIS 

CHRISTOPHER & JOSEPH 

PRIORE 

JEANNIE & ED ROMBACH SCOTT BROWN & 

PRISCILLA HEALY 

JOE & VINCENT PRIORE SARAH & PHILIP  

CLARKSON 

CHRIS BROWN &  

JOCELYN CHERTOFF 

THE UPPALURI FAMILY 

GARAFOLA FAMILY ROBERT MCCOURT 

LORI MCCOURT RENEE EPSTEIN 

JENNIFER BALUKONIS   

SUMMER  ñSTAFFò VOLUNTEERS  2011  

 

TOM CARMICHAEL JIMMY CARMICHAEL 

JARRAD TAUBERS SARAH MINIHAN 

CARA BROWN PETER ASPINWALL 

ANGELO LEONE SPENCER HALE 

HANNAH BROWN SY SCHOTZ 

SALLY HARRIS  VAN MCGLAUGHLIN 

TOMMY CARMICHAEL TIM DOWLER 

MOLLY CURRAN GABE SALIZ 

EMILY BADGER JEFF GARAFOLA 

2011 Volunteer of the Year 

Jeanne Robillard &  

David Richard 
 

Since 1987 Jeanne Robillard, a Week 6 & Labor Day Weekend Camper, has been 

purchasing, planting and caring for all of the plants at Sandy Island. Jeanne has 

recruited her family and friends to assist her in this huge endeavor each summer. I 

have often found her working early each day and late into the 

night, in downpouring rain and blazing heat. Jeanne and David 

are dedicated, compassionate people who care a great deal 

about the beauty of Sandy Island. Thank you so much for all 

you have done over the years Jeanne and David! You make 

Sandy Island even more beautiful than it already is! If you 

would like to help with the flowers or purchase of new 

barrels, please contact Kate at klemay@ymcaboston.org and I 

will get you connected with Jeanne! 

mailto:klemay@ymcaboston.org?subject=FLOWERS%20


Thank You Sandy Island Weekenders! 

Every year, there is a group of people who volunteer almost every weekend at Sandy 

Island from ðice outñ to closing (November 1st).  They are a great source of manpower for 

opening and closing Camp and spend a lot of time behind the scenes to keep things 

repaired and running smoothly.  Two of these people have been doing this for over 30 

years and a few are just joining us to earn their 

ðWeekenderñ status.  

 

On behalf of all of Camp and especially the 

Facilities team, I would like to thank these people 

for their continued help.  I encourage others to 

take after our dedicated ðWeekendersñ and donate 

a weekend of your time toward making camp the 

best it can be.  Whether it is during one of our work weekends or any 

other weekend you may have available, come see what it is to volunteer 

at Sandy Island.  Contact Kate Lemay if you are interested at (603) 569-2725 or 

klemay@ymcaboston.org. 

 

I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season and a happy New Year, and a big 

thank you again to all of our volunteers. 

      ~Nick Bickford~ 

 With the arrival of October comes Camp closing, the start of repairs, and the 

planning of improvements. We have completed the TLC siding and Arts and Crafts at 

NW/PVC will be renovated before the first snow. The North Woods ski boat has been 

repaired and is ready for next season.  We also had the Camp road resurfaced all the 

way to Founderós Lodge.  With generous donations from the Barstow family and 

Steve Wells, camp now has four Hobi 16ós to enhance our sailing program. 

 

 Sandy Island has taken delivery of a new foosball table as well as a new air 

hockey table for the teen center. The rest of the other furniture for the teen center 

should be here soon. Nick and I installed a new carrying beam in the dish room and 

the conduit is in to Morning Glory waiting for the underground electrical service 

wires. There is also a new drainage pipe for the lodge addition. The old one became 

blocked up and flooded the basement. Four Sandy cabins have new roofs, and the 

Malibu ski boat has a new oil pump solving a worry we had all season.   

 

 Nick, Mike, and I will continue to make improvements throughout the off season, and take care of all 

the routine winter maintenance. We will also be busy making plans to comply with the new ADA standards 

that go into effect March 15, 2012.   

 

Thanks to all for another great season! 

         ~Tom Marden~ 

Tomôs Corner 

SAVE THE DATE 2012 

WORK WEEKENDS:  
May 11-13 

May 18-20 

October 5-7 

ALUMNI WEEKEND 

October 5-7 



Dear Camper Families, 

 

Can you believe we are already processing 2012 registrations?   

 

We hope this finds you and your campers enjoying a wonderful fall 

season, but we are already thinking about next summer here at Camp!  

Donót miss the boat for your camperós preferred session because your 

registration was late.  Avoid that colossal hassle with your camper when 

you tell them their session was full.  Donót wait!  Michelle and I are in the 

office to answer and process your requests now. 

 

A big THANK YOU to our 2011 Referral Families.  You are awesome and 

we greatly appreciate your continued support to both North Woods and 

Pleasant Valley Camps.   We were happy to welcome 42 brand new 

campers to camp this summer due to your commitment and willingness to 

share your story with a friend or family.  Camp gave back a total of 

$8,400.00 to those families that took part in the program and what a gift 

you have given to these new campers while giving yourself a gift as well!  

We challenge all of you to help bring even more new campers in 2012 to share 

the magic of camp with even more kids. 

  

We are always looking to improve our processes here in the business 

office, so we want you all to know that your comments and 

suggestions are always welcome and we thank you for your feedback.  

As we all know, the confirmation packet is a long process and a new 

packet is required each year.  One great suggestion from many of you 

has been requesting online forms and we are working to see the 

feasibility of this.  While we are not there yet, our Confirmation Packet 

PDF file on our website does offer a ðTypewriterñ option, which should 

really help speed things up for you.  When the file is open, you can click 

on ðtypewriter ðand complete via your computer.  Print and sign a copy 

for the present year and then save that file to your computer to use 

again for the following year.   We hope this helps as we continue to 

streamline our processes.  Please keep the suggestions coming. 

 

Lastly, I would like to introduce Michelle Gillum, our new resident and day 

camp registrar.  She will be in the office Monday through Friday from 9AM to 

1PM working alongside me.   We are here to help so please do not hesitate to call or email as often as you 

need. 

 

Amy Goodman:  Business Manager   Michelle Gillum:  Registrar 

agoodman@ymcaboston.org    mgillum@ymcaboston.org  

603-559-2725 x222     603-559-2725 x232 

 

Have a wonderful holiday season and we look forward to working with all of you next summer. 

 

Your office staff, 

 

     ~Michelle and Amy~ 

News From The Camp Office 

Amy Goodman 

Michelle Gillum 

mailto:agoodman@ymcaboston.org
mailto:mgillum@ymcaboston.org


Staff Corner 

Hello Staff! 

 

We want to thank all of you for a very successful summer in 

2011.  The reviews from kids and parents have been 

outstanding and this is a testament to the hard work that all 

of you put in day in and day out.  Many of you are now back in 

ðrealityñ - back at work, attending classes, doing homework, 

competing on sports teams and pursuing your personal 

hobbies - but take a moment to think of the impact you made 

on the kids and families at Camp.  You were a teacher, 

mentor and friend to hundreds of individuals and you 

showed the ability to influence those around you in a 

positive way.  So while reality can become routine and 

ordinary over the year, take a moment each day to think of 

how extraordinary you were this summer. 

 

Many of us are snuggling into our sweaters this time of year 

and there is nothing like the first morning frost to get you 

thinking about the summer.  We are already busy planning, 

hiring, recruiting, and registering campers for the summer 

of 2012 and we want you to join us! 

 

If you would like to return on staff to work for the summer 

of 2012, rehire applications are due in the office by January 

15th.   

 

If you know of anyone who would you think would be a good 

fit and would like to work at camp, new hire applications will 

be due in the office by February 1st.   

 

You can find all of the applications for 2012 employment on 

our website at www.bostonycamps.org/jobs 

 

 

 

Thank you all again for a wonderful camp season and we hope to have you back for 2012! 

 

 

    ~Artie, Liz, Graeme and Kate 



As the chair of the Camping Board, I am so thankful that Camp is still as much 

a part of my life now as it was 30 years ago. It is dear to me and my entire 

family, and to this day when I turn onto the camp road I feel that I am 

entering a special, magical place. We had another fantastic summer at all of 

our Camps and I extend my sincere gratitude to Artie and the entire staff for 

a job well done. I am humbled by the amount of hard work that the year round 

staff puts in month after month, year after year, especially during the long 

summer days. Their efforts have paid off: our enrollment this summer was 

the highest it has been since I can remember! 

 

My fellow board members are critical to the successful management of the 

Camps and I appreciate all they do. They are a dedicated group who put in a 

lot of effort throughout the year, especially during our Reach Out Campaign. 

We welcome our most recently elected board member, David Gleason. David 

is a PVC parent and practicing psychologist and has volunteered for the past 

few summers during our staff training week. We are actively seeking 

additional board members at this time.  In addition to open positions on the 

board, we have room for candidates to serve on one of our committees or 

task forces. This might be a great way for you to try out board duties before 

making the full commitment. Please email me at dgetman20@comcast.net with the information below if you 

are interested in learning more about serving Camp in this capacity. 

 

As a board, we focus much of our attention on the viability of Camp and strategies to grow and strengthen 

our programs, facilities and financial stability. For those of you who want to invest in our programs or 

facilities, there are many opportunities to fund projects on the mainland or Sandy Island.  

Many of you did invest in Camp this year by making a donation, which leads me to my last expression of 

thanks.  

 

If you made a donation to Camp in 2011, Thanks for Giving! You are awesome! I am proud to report that we 

surpassed our Reach Out goal again in 2011. So far this year 530 individuals donated $127,000 to Reach 

Out, which provides scholarships to families who are struggling to pay for Camp. This summer we sent 208 

campers and 28 families to Camp who otherwise would not have been able to attend. Reach Out Donors, you 

should all be very proud of yourselves!  We received another $14,000 in individual donations for Camp 

improvement projects and in addition received many in-kind gifts. The teen center at Sandy Island was 

completed with the very generous help of a Sandy donor, and we have Dr. Mark DiStefano and Dr. Mary 

Wendell to thank for the new playground at Sandyós Little Red Schoolhouse.  

 

Without the additional money from our donors, and the help from our volunteers we would struggle to 

achieve our goals each summer. I thank you all. Best wishes for a happy, healthy, relaxing holiday season 

with your family and friends. 

 

        Di Todaro 
 
 

Thanks(for)Giving 

YMCA of Greater Boston 

Camping Services  

Nancy Bradford 

Peter Chatellier 

Andy Doyle 

David Gleason  

Eric Henchey 

Patrice Kish 

Walter Parkinson 

John Putnam   

John Trump 

Di Todaro Getman, Board Chair 



HAPPY THANKSGIVING 


